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Hey, Take My Ulpan - Please!
~Hichael Ekin

Yocheved Miriam Russo
Jewish Exponent Feature

JERUSALEM
Ifyou think a funiny thing happened on the way to
the Pramised Land, you'l appreciate the camedy of
Rabbi David Kiimnick. " talk about all the grisly
stuffyou go through in making aliyat
*People love it They remernber going through it
themsefves."

Kilimnick, an Orthadax rabbiwho grew up in
Rochester, N., made aliyah in December 2003
and now lives in Jerusalen. His timing was
impeccable: Within a few months, he founded the
Off The Wall Comedy troupe, 3 aroup of English-
speaking lsraell comics whoVe brought a lot of
laughs to English-speakers at a regular weekly gig COMEDY EMPIRE
atthe Litle Coffee House in Baka, and alsa to T
venues all across the country.

always knew | was going to da comedy,” he says. "8a itwas just a matter of
putting it together”

Istael was ready. The very first Off the Wall Comedy performance drew a crawd of
150, and since then, has played in numerous venues all across Israel, drawing

crowds of @ hal-dozen to several hundred. Kilimnick also hosts @ severak-week-
long Comedy School called "Stand-Up 101"

"Its designed to teach you what makes people laugh," says Kiimnick "Its for
peaple who want to make their speeches atwork bearable, be the funny peep at
the table or just come up with 2 witty response to 3 bully. Not sveryone expects to
make aliving at stand-up humor”

Killmnick has a lot of unning gags, not all related to aliyah.

"I come from a background of social sewvice,” he says, "so much of my focus is on
social satire, the things in daily I that are funny. Sometimes, people think m
crazy- | walk around, wriing notes to myself, filing up random files with words
serawled on the back of an old envelape.”

One of his most popular routines involves the lack of customer service in Israsl.
How can being a customer be an offense?” he asks. "1l tell you: The reason is,
youte going into this guy's store and taking away his showcased tem. That
bread? That's mine!

"You think you'e doing him a favor by giving him money. Hetmnks he's doing you
afavor, into his store. This

fopayfor e il you e 116 agorol naic s ot change, o 2 punispment e
wayto keep you from coming b

Jokes With a Warranty

Warranties are another favorits target: "The word warranty' is a derivative of the
word War, meaning you are required to fight to make the customer service people
~who were kind enoughto steal your money - live up o their guarantee.

On Bezek, Israel's phone company. "Bezek just disconnected our phons line
becauss we didnt pay the bill We never got the bill, but no one ever called to tel
us we owed them money. "What?'| said, Youte the phane companyl You dont
have access to a phone?”

On the post ofice, which 35 Israglis know, is rarely apen: "l don't think the post
office has been open for more than sixdays in the past two months. What that
means is, they delivered the nofice that | had a package three days afler they
retumed the package 1o the sender. But that's understandabie, | guess. The post
office is closed on all major holidays, butthe mail still works because the mail
isntJewish”

Nor are Jewish holidays spared: "Shavuot? ‘Stay up all night and learm. | leamed
that rabbis need to develop the abilityto talk o peaple who are asleep. Itis part of
the ordination curriculum.

Lag BOmer."Litle kids start collecting anything that bums - wood, matches,
cigarettes, the home - up to half-a-year in advance. The truth s, | didn' prepare for
the holiday, but| was ready o take down any &-year-old who got in my way.

‘One kid knocked on my door - | had to wrestle hirm down. ‘Give that backl We
knock, we donttake the door offthe hinges!' Parents in this country have no
control. Which biings me to nursery kids smoking: No more cigomats. Eventime |
see a Kid nursing and buying cigareties atthe same time, | pray ts for morm,

s this kind of cormmentary negaive? Saying bad things about sras!? | don' think
0. think s putting daily lfs here in perspective. Laughing atthe oddities weve
allnoticed. Communicating with each ofher, in 3 unique way.

*Comedy is anecessary religious experience in Istael” he says. "To be able to
laugh at ourselves, the way things work is a blessing. | love Isras!.

| lve being here. But anyone who's made aliyah, who's leamed to adapt to e
here, knows there are stressful moments, imes that can be tough,

*Ta be able to listen to a guy talk about them in & humarous vein, to identiy with
the funny aspects of it all is good. It difuses the tension.

‘That's really the essence of comedy, o take something from daily e, an
experience the audience knows and understands, and putitin a difierent ight,
make people see it in a way they hadnt thought of before

"To bring laughter, o lighten atense world for just a moment, to bring 3 lite joyto
‘somenne. What could be more ulfiling than that?"

Copyright © Jawish Publishing Group - All rights reserved

SUBSCRIBE

SEARCH



